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TENNIS MUNSTER SCHOOLS CHAMPIONSHIPS FAQ 2026 

1. What is the Munster Tennis Schools Competition?  

It is a Tennis Team competition for Primary & Secondary Schools in Munster run by 

Tennis Munster annually. There are events for Boys Teams, Girls Teams and also 

Mixed Teams.   

2. Can any Primary or Secondary School enter?  

Yes, as long as the school has access to tennis courts somewhere that can be a home venue then any school 

can enter.  

3. Can Schools amalgamate to create a Team?  

Yes, once a school has at least 2 players they can fill a team using players from another school once both 

schools agree. The school entering the team will be designated as the “entrant school”.  However, it is 

important to understand that this rule is there to facilitate smaller schools who haven't enough players to 

participate and it is not intended that large schools would “load teams” with the best players from 2 schools 

etc. It is only to be used if a school has no other players available. This will be monitored by Tennis Munster. 

This rule has also been introduced to allow all boys and all girls schools to enter mixed teams.    

4. Do the matches take place within school hours?  

Yes, in general matches take place during school hours or in some cases directly afterwards.  Each tie is 

played with the agreement of both schools.  

5. How far are School Teams expected to travel?  

The earlier rounds are regionalised as much as possible once enough entries are received in a particular 

region. The later knockout rounds will likely require travel outside a region and finals will be held in one of 

the Munster Regions at the end of the competition. The 3 regions in Munster are broadly: Northwest (Clare, 

Limerick & North Tipperary) South East (Waterford & South Tipperary) and South West (Cork & Kerry). 

6. We do not have school tennis courts so would we be allowed to use our local club courts?  

In general, most schools do not have tennis courts. However, schools can seek permission to play in local 

Tennis Club courts or Council facilities. Most Munster affiliated Tennis clubs will accommodate schools as 

play is during the day on Weekdays when club courts are quiet.  

7. How many rounds are there/about how many matches would we play?  

The round robin or preliminary stage will mean maybe 2, 3 or 4 ties. There will then be usually be semi-finals 

and finals if a team gets that far.  Larger events may require a quarter-final stage.  

8. When does it start and finish?  

The ambition in 2026 is to start the competition in February, allowing sufficient time between rounds for 

schools to organise and play fixtures.  Finals will be held in May.  

9. How does a school enter? 

Entry & payment (€55 per team) will be made online following instructions issued by Tennis Munster.    
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TENNIS MUNSTER SCHOOLS CHAMPIONSHIPS  

PRIMARY SCHOOLS - FAQS  

1. What age should the pupils be?  

The Primary Schools competitions are ideally suited for pupils in 5th class and 6th 

class. 

2. What are the different events in the Primary Schools competitions? 

There are four different events:  Primary Boys Doubles; Primary Girls Doubles; Primary Mixed and Green Ball 

Primary Mixed.  

3. What is the difference between Primary Mixed & Green Ball Primary Mixed? 

The Green Ball Primary Mixed is suitable for NOVICE players. This event will allow beginners who haven't 

transitioned to yellow ball to enter an appropriate competition. Anyone participating in squad training, or 

who has ranking points and ranked inside the top 250 TI Rankings is not eligible to enter the novice 

competition.  

4. Can my school enter more than one team in an event?  

Yes, a school may enter more than one team in an event.  However, there can be no interchange of players 

or substitutes between teams.  Please consider this carefully in advance of entering teams.  

5. What are the formats of the different events? 

Doubles Competition: 

A team shall consist of 4 players i.e. 4 Boys in Boys Competition or 4 Girls in Girls Competition. Doubles only 

will be played.  In the Girls Competition and Boys Competition, each pair will play both opposing pairs, i.e. 4 

matches will be played in total.  Each match will be the first to reach 8 games with a set tie-break at 7 all.  At 

the knockout stage ONLY, a super-doubles set will be played to determine the fixture winner. 

Mixed Doubles Competition:  

A team shall consist of 4 players i.e. 2 boys and 2 girls. Play will consist of a boys doubles, a girls doubles and 

followed by 2 mixed doubles.  Each match will be the first to reach 8 games with a set tie-break at 7 all.  At 

the knockout stage ONLY, a super-doubles set will be played to determine the fixture winner.   

Please refer to the Regulations to find out more about the super-doubles set.   

6. How do I access information on draws and fixtures? 

Once entries are received and draws made, all of the information will be available online at the dedicated 

Tournament page on the Tennis Ireland Tournament Software page.  Non-playing captains of teams are 

expected to be proactive in monitoring the site.   

Tennis Munster Primary Schools ti.tournamentsoftware 

7. Is there an important change from previous years? 

Yes, please note that round-robin fixtures no longer require a super-doubles set in the event of a 2-2 tie.  

This is also an important change for the Secondary Schools Competitions.   

https://ti.tournamentsoftware.com/sport/tournament.aspx?id=B7170623-0EBF-4D08-B877-44F81FC39CB8
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TENNIS MUNSTER SCHOOLS CHAMPIONSHIPS  

SECONDARY SCHOOLS - FAQS  

1. What age categories are available in the Secondary Schools competition?  

There are events under three age categories:  U14, U16 and U19.   

2. What are the different events in the Secondary Schools competitions? 

U14 U16 U19 

Girls Cup Girls Shield Girls Cup Girls Shield Girls Cup Girls Shield 

Boys Cup Boys Shield Boys Cup Boys Shield Boys Cup Boys Shield 

Mixed Cup Mixed Shield Mixed Cup Mixed Shield Mixed Cup Mixed Shield 

 

3. What is the difference between the Cup Competition & Shield Competition? 

The following players must enter the Cup Competition:  Players who have played on a Provincial or National 
Junior team;  Players who have participated in Provincial and/or National Matchplays in 2024 & 2025;  All 
Players with a Tennis Ireland Ranking of 100 or better as of December 31st, 2025;  Players who have 
previously won the Shield competition at the same age division.   

4. Can a player play in more than one age category, for example can a player play on two teams? 

No, a player may only play on one team and in one age category.  

5. What are the formats of the different events? 

Doubles Competitions Cup & Shield: 

A team shall consist of 4 players i.e. 4 Boys in Boys Competition or 4 Girls in Girls Competition. Doubles only 

will be played.  In the Girls Competition and Boys Competition, each pair will play both opposing pairs, i.e. 4 

matches will be played in total.  A match shall be the best of 2 tiebreak sets and a 10-point Championship 

Tiebreaker.  At the knockout stage ONLY, a super-doubles set will be played to determine the fixture winner. 

Mixed Competitions Cup & Shield:  

Mixed Cup: Each fixture in this competition will consist of 1 boys singles, 1 girls singles, 1 mixed doubles, 

followed by a boys doubles and a girls doubles. Either of the boys/girls can play singles in any fixture. All 

players play 2 matches.    

Mixed Shield:  A team shall consist of 4 players i.e. 2 boys and 2 girls. Play will consist of a boys doubles, a 

girls doubles and followed by 2 mixed doubles.  At the knockout stage ONLY, a super-doubles set will be 

played to determine the fixture winner.   

Please refer to the Regulations to find out more about the super-doubles set.   

6. How do I access information on draws and fixtures? 

Once entries are received and draws made, all of the information will be available online at the dedicated 

Tournament page on the Tennis Ireland Tournament Software page.  Non-playing captains of teams are 

expected to be proactive in monitoring the site.   

Tennis Munster Secondary Schools ti.tournamentsoftware 

https://ti.tournamentsoftware.com/sport/tournament.aspx?id=28D98B65-02F3-45BA-AE91-C7ACC83A64F0

