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    AGENDA 

1. Introduction 

2. Apologies 

3. Minutes of last Annual General Meeting 

4. Munster Tennis President’s Address  

5. Matters Arising 

6. Correspondence 

7. Tennis Ireland Report 

8. Finance Report 

9. Annual Reports from Sub Committee Convenors 

⚫ Senior Competitions 

⚫ Junior Performance (Under 18)  

⚫ Junior Development Activities (Under 18) 

⚫ Masters Development (over 30+) 

⚫ Directory 

⚫ Commercial & Infrastructure 

⚫ Appeals & Complaints 

10. Performance Development Officer’s Report 

11. Regional Development Officer’s Report 

12. Tennis Ireland President’s Address 

13. Tennis Ireland CEO Address 

14. Election of Members to Munster Tennis Council 2025/2026 

15. Notices of Motion received –  

16. Any other Business 
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Minutes 

 

Minutes---MUNSTER BRANCH  

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  at The Firgrove Hotel 

on17th  April 2024 AT 7.00PM 

 

The meeting was opened at 7.20pm by Aine Dunne 

 

Apologies: Letty Lucas  

 

AD welcomed all to the AGM as Gaeilge. 

 

All reports available in distributed handout. 

 

President’s Address 

KH welcomed Kevin Quinn, CEO Tennis Ireland and also the outgoing Branch 

Committee to the AGM. She remarked that there is definite an air of hope and 

positivity for the Branch and TI.  

She said that events at Senior and Master Level have continued to expand. 

KH congratulated Munster PDO Cian Blake on taking up the role of Interim 

National Performance Co-ordinator and wished him the very best of luck in the 

role. 
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KH thanked Robert Cummins for all his work on Junior Initiatives and expanding 

Junior Competitions. 

KH noted that in 2023 Munster featured heavily in both National and 

International arenas. 

KH congratulated a number of players who represented Ireland Internationally 

in VI Tennis. 

KH said that the holding of the Davis Cup in UL, Limerick was a stand out event 

and hoped that TI would use the venue again in the future. 

KH concluded by saying she was honored to be Munster Branch President and 

would continue to do her best for the advancement of Munster Tennis and 

Tennis in general in the province. 

Minutes of Last Meeting 

AD confirmed same were circulated and taken as read.  

Proposed by Karen Higgins and seconded by Helena O’Brien.  

 

Matters Arising 

Ron O’Mahony queried if Hearings were compliant. AD confirmed that the 3 

Hearings were compliant with Tennis Ireland Procedures. Of the 3 Hearings one 

was resolved and two were with TI. 

 

 

Correspondence 

None. 
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Munster Tennis Year in Numbers 

 No Questions. 

 

Reports from Sub Committees 

Senior Competitions—In Handout 

Discussion developed regarding Tournament Software Customization for TI.  

Junior Player Development & Performance—In Handout 

Directory- In Handout 

On-line Grading form in place for over a year and working well. 

Embarking on project to move to automate point entry to Directory. 

Player Directory will continue to operate Player Directory until WTN Rating 

System is more robust. 

 

Masters Development—In Handout 

Masters Events  

well supported  

Senior Selection Sub Committee—In Handout 

 

Facilities Infrastructure and Development-- In Handout 
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Discussion regarding development of Tennis Facilities at UL and Thurles. RC said 

Thurles was a Multi-Phase Project. 

 

Performance Development Officer  

Report in Handout-- Cian Blake sent his apologies. 

Regional Development Officer 

Report in Handout—Liz Clifford advised there was funding available for School -

Club link for 4 Hour Blitz using Licensed Coaches. Also noted that she was 

running a safe-guarding course on 25th April. 

Tennis Ireland President’s Address 

AD read TI President Letty Lucas address.  

Clifford Carroll queried president’s absence. KQ stated absence unfortunately 

was unavoidable. 

CEO Address 

KH then asked Kevin Quinn to speak. 

Kevin Quinn presented new Tennis Ireland Strategy. Full contents of Strategy to 

be available on Tennis Ireland website. The vision is to be the most welcome and 

accessible played individual sport in Ireland. The six pillars of the strategy were 

discussed. 

Plan is to grow RDO’s from 5 to 20. Regarding the rollout of Sport Energy Grant 

KQ said 256K would be distributed over 3 phases. In Performance Development 

there now was a Pilot National Performance Program for 14-18 year olds that 

was more player focused. This program will be extended to 10-11 year olds. The 

holding of the Davis Cup in UL was a great occasion for Tennis in Ireland. National 

Facilities need to be developed to grow the sport, an announcement on New 
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Facilities to be made later this year. Vision is to have a center of excellence in 

each province. Funding is key for performance development. VI Tennis and 

Access Tennis to be developed. TI also focusing on developing relationship with 

County Councils and Sports Partnerships, a new Volunteer Programme was being 

developed. 

CC queried why grass roots tennis was not in strategy. KQ said Parks Tennis came 

under the Access Tennis brief. Shane Cooke queried TI Governance, KQ said there 

was a new board in place and Chairperson was stepping down. Jo Anne 

Williamson queried why the Women In Tennis Program was only piloted in 

Ulster. KQ said it would be run in each province. 

  

 

Election of Members to Munster Tennis Council 2024/2025 

Karen Higgins read out the list of Nominations. As number of nominations was 

under the quorum all nominations were deemed to be elected. Andrea Hally 

questioned who can be co-opted to the Branch.  RC said any club can nominate 

to take up a vacant place. 

 

AOB 

 

AD said that the facility to use Stripe for payment was now also available on 

Tournament Software.  

 

KH outlined contents of letter that was sent to all Clubs in advance of AGM 

recommending changes put forward by the outgoing committee. 
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A. Reduce Meetings from 11 to 8 per year. Change approved by show of 
hands. 

B. Change Branch Representation at Inter Branch Forum to 1 Branch Officer 
and 1 Branch Representative with experience or interest in topic under 
discussion. Min 4 meetings a year. Change approved by show of hands. 

C. Set up a register of people willing to assist for specific events. Approved. 
D. Inter club Cork forum to be an annual event and to be expanded to the  

wider Munster Area. Approved. 
E. Reduce number of Committees in line with national level. Committees as 

follows: Junior Development & Competitions, Junior Performance 
Development and Advisory, Masters Competitions, Senior Competitions, 
Directory, Commercial Partnerships & Infrastructure Development. 
Approved 
. 

F. (i) Set up Parents Sub Committee. (ii) Propose 2 Coaches on Performance 
Sub Committee and 2 on Competitions Sub Committee. Tennis Ireland 
Constitution bans Coaches from being on Munster Council, but Coaches 
can be on Sub Committee. Discussion on Junior Committee and how it can 
be developed. Billy Flynn said there was a lack of Volunteers in the sport  
and people need to be asked to help out. 

G. Proposal to set up a Working Group to explore how to optimize availability 
and participation in Senior Opens in the Munster region. 

H. Propose to restart the Regional Representative initiative.  
I. Propose to restart Branch Newsletter.  

F,G,H,I all approved. 

 

. 

 

 

 

 

The AGM was closed by Karen Higgins at 21.50hrs. 
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Munster Tennis President’s Address 

 

 

The president of Munster Tennis Karen Higgins will address the 

meeting. 
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TENNIS IRELAND REPORT - MUNSTER BRANCH 2024 AGM 

I am honoured to act as the representative Director for Munster on the Tennis Ireland Board.  

2024 has once again been a very busy year.  This year Ronan Reid joined the Board as the new 

Chairperson and his enthusiasm and practical experience have been a welcome addition.   

In 2023 Kevin Quinn, CEO and his team introduced the new Strategy to the organisation.  

Having accepted this in late 2023, the Board and the Executive have spent the last year honing 

in on the key KPIs and refining management strategies to ensure that the Executive Team have 

the tools and funding necessary to implement the organisations goals. 

This is of course an ongoing process, and there have been some false starts, however the 

overall direction has been forward and positive.  The rationalisation of Board Committees 

begun in the previous 12 months has changed slightly.  The previous plan for Pillar Advisory 

Groups separate to the Board proved challenging to implement and therefore a more 

streamlined structure with clearly defined Terms of Reference has now been agreed which 

will improve the effectiveness of the committees and the interaction between the Board, the 

Executive and our Branches. 

This work did not however halt important developments that are being supported by the 

Board.  From an infrastructural point of view, the Dundalk Development is nearing completion 

and there is full support for the Thurlas Development from the TI Board.  Although this was 

stalled due to funding issues, we are hopeful that it will restart soon, and both Kevin Quinn 

and I recently attended a meeting of the Steering Group so that progress can be rapid when 

initial funding is secured.  TI continue to be in talks with UL and MTU about development of 

tennis centres in these areas and intend to engage with SETU in the near future.  Development 

of appropriate regional centres with access to appropriate clay and hard court surfaces are a 

key pillar of the national strategy.  Here in Munster there is also a need to address the lack of 

covered courts and TI is keen to assist any club who is considering such a development. 

The Interbranch Forum continues to be an important forum for discussion and agreement on 

issues effecting each Branch.  Munster Branch was represented at all of the forum in the last 

12 months and in particular I would like to thank Karen Higgins and Rob Cummins for their 

time and support.  The work on harmonisation of Branch Rules & Regulations is nearing 

completion, with all aspects other than length of terms agreed.  The final draft will be 

presented at the next Munster Branch meeting, hopefully for agreement.  The role of the IBF 
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is changing and the Board is currently working on a document that will define specifically 

items that are the remit of Branch Councils, the IBF and the Board.  This is part of the efficiency 

drive of the organisation. 

The Performance Tennis Programme continues to develop and the increased number of ITF 

and TE  have already helped our younger players gain international points at home, which 

gives them greater access to higher level tournaments.  Better alignment between regional 

and national programmes and closer cooperation between the TI performance team, 

Competitions and the Branches is a continued focus and an area where we are seeing 

improvement. 

This year saw the return of the Irish Open which was a fantastic event, now back in the 

calendar.  Once again I encourage as many of you as possible to support it. 

TI recently completed a rebranding exercise both for the organisation and the branches.  This 

exciting development will be rolled out over the next few weeks.  All Branches were involved 

in the process, as were a number of clubs and individuals cross the country as part of the 

brand research exercise.  Change is always difficult, however the new Brand is fresh and 

modern and many of you may have already seen it on the gear of the Davis Cup team or recent 

Masters Events. As part of this process the Branches will be renamed, Munster Branch Tennis 

Ireland will now become Tennis Munster and the other branches are similarly renamed Tennis 

Leinster, Tennis Connacht and Tennis Ulster.  The new Tennis Ireland colour is a vibrant green 

influenced by the colour of tennis balls. Moving away from the grass green previously used.  

This aligns with our move towards more varied surfaces for our players.  You will be happy to 

know that the Munster Red is retained. 

I would like to thank my colleagues on the TI Board for their enthusiasm, expertise and 

dedication.  Finally I would like to thank both Munster Branch and Munster Clubs for allowing 

me to represent you on the Board.  We look forward to a vibrant 2025, there are exciting times 

ahead. 

Áine Dunne 
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Finance Committee Report 2024 

(Summary only) 

 

Work has continued once again this year to ensure good financial control and prudent financial 

planning within the Branch Council while ensuring that Competition and Tournaments continue to be 

at the forefront of all our endeavours.  All final accounts are compiled by Tennis Ireland Head Office 

staff. 

 

The Finances of Munster Tennis have been very stable the past financial year, has been in line with 

forecasts and all resources possible have been reinvested into Competitions and Munster Teams at 

all levels.  

 

Turnover was up again in 2024 and we very much appreciate the additional support given by our 

clubs in contributing to this situation. Again, quarter 1 of 2025 is showing continued strong revenues 

and this bodes well for the future.  

 

It is also very important to note that Munster Tennis accounts are only a part of the overall Tennis 

Ireland Company accounts. Please see below for an overview of the Branch’s financial position at end 

of year.  Please note that the 2024 position is presented as draft as these will not be approved until 

the TI AGM as part of the overall 2024 Tennis Ireland Company Accounts. 

 

The committee have again planned carefully for the coming year and have budgeted for the inclusion 

of a second part time role for 2025 to ensure that we continue to grow our tennis offerings 

throughout the Province and across all age groups. It is essential as a Branch Council we support 

more sporting activities that help drive revenues and of course support the seeking of further 

commercial support in every way we can to continue to grow our sport and grow surpluses into the 

future. 

Karen Higgins (Interim Convenor) 
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Munster Branch Tennis Ireland 

Detailed Income and Expenditure Account Year Ended 31st December 2024 

  2024  2023 

  €  € 

Income     

Player capitation fees  98,631    94,693   

Tournament income  68,920  66,306 

Sponsorship  3,000  - 

Tournament capitation fees  14,629  13,187 

Coaching income  3,120  3,707 

Court hire income  -  - 

  188,300  177,893 

 

    

Expenditure     

Wages and salaries  40,385  36,701 

Employer’s PRSI  4,472  4,025 

Travel and subsistence  2,415  1,101 

Branch committee meetings and expenses  6,186  8,083 

Printing, postage, and stationery  318  33 

Telephone  812  812 

Audit, bookkeeping, and accountancy  9,325  9,105 

Legal, consultancy, and professional  13,284  19,942 

Bank interest and charges  2,168  1,316 

Sundry expenses  280  33 

Rent and rates  -  - 
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Insurances  3,405  3,407 

Computer costs  2,474  1,923 

Match costs  85,663  69,536 

Marketing and promotion  664  - 

Development costs  18,511  19,571 

Repairs and maintenance  -  92 

Tournament software costs  264  297 

Depreciation  199  66 

 

 
 190,825 

 
176,043 
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Senior Competitions 

Convenors Report 2024 
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Senior Competitions Convenors Report 2024 

Branch Competitions 

Winter league Phase 2; 2023/24 

Finals held in Sundays Well 

 

Regional League; 2024 

Finals held in Ballinlough, Limerick Lawn & Larkspur 

Winter League Phase 1; 2024/25 

 Mens and ladies events 

Points restored for round robin matches 

Clarification on weather rules 

Finals held in Nenagh  

Winter League Phase 2; 2024/25 

Mixed events 

Format returned to all doubles resulting in an increase in entries from 129 to 195 teams 

Overlap with phase 1 unavoidable due to the size of the event, the number of Munster 

branch competitions and Club run tournaments 

A lot of overlap with masters tournaments. This will be addressed for 2025/26 

 

Regional League; 2024 

Due to commence in early May 

Singles events to be introduced on a trial basis 
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Senior Open Tournaments 

2024 once again saw over 40 open tournaments run across Munster from March to 

September.  

Most tournaments are oversubscribed due to the demand in the province. This has led to a 

lot of frustration for players unable to enter and for clubs trying to meet the demands as 

well as dealing with technical issues with Tournament software and payments. 

 2025 sees 44 senior open tournaments in Munster, more than any other province. The 

competitions sub committee has worked closely with clubs and Tennis Ireland to meet the 

requirements from clubs and to align with the national calendar. 

 

Senior Inter Pros  

Senior Interpros held in Sundays Well in August. Unfortunately, Leinster took the top spot 

this year but plans are already in place to prepare for 2025. Thanks to NPC, Willie Reynolds 

and to selectors, Sinead Dunne, Paul Fitzgerald and CJ Kelly. 

 

Acknowledgements 

Thanks to all above mentioned clubs who hosted branch event finals in 2024, particularly 

Sundays well in their anniversary year. 

Finally, huge thanks to Maggie O’Toole who goes above and beyond to support branch 

volunteers and clubs with the many events that take place throughout the year. We wish the 

best in her future endeavours. 

 

We receive lots of feedback from clubs and we would love for more volunteers to join us 

with their ideas and enthusiasm to help further improve the senior events for 2025/26  
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JUNIOR PERFORMANCE UPDATE - MUNSTER BRANCH 2024 AGM 

Junior Performance is an area where Munster Tennis have struggled in recent years, however 

2024 saw a welcome return to a structured program with the Interpro Panel and training.  

Many thanks to JoAnne Williamson and Willie Reynolds for this initiative. 

2024 also saw the commencement of a new initiative of Performance and Step Up Clinics run 

by our Performance Development Officer Sinead Dunne.  These clinics were aimed at 

providing additional opportunity for our Juniors, in cooperation with rather than competition 

with club programmes.  Following a trial period up to Christmas, a survey of players showed 

that the format was popular and the Branch have therefore included this initiative in our new 

performance program.  I would like to thank Sinead Dunne for her work and her enthusiasm 

throughout the year. 

Last month the Branch launched a new programme that aims to incorporate InterPro training 

and clinics to offer a number of different training opportunities for juniors with Performance 

Potential and this was sent to all clubs and coaches.  Some teething problems delayed the first 

session, however this was held in Lower Aghada last weekend and was a great success.  The 

Branch recognise the need to provide weekly Matchplay and training options and are working 

towards this goal.  The importance of entering tournaments is also recognised and therefore 

Juniors will be facilitated to play in tournaments without fear of losing their places in training 

panels. 

Aligned to the structured training January saw the first Super League Day, held in Ballina 

Killaloe.  This league is invitational for ranked players and is intended to offer appropriate and 

challenging team match play opportunity.  Further league days will be held later in the year. 

Tennis Munster recognise that we are only at the start of our journey to reinvigorate junior 

performance tennis within the province.  Our new program is only the beginning, and we 

expect that it will change and develop over the course of the next 12 months.  The Branch will 

be working with clubs and TI to increase the Tennis 10s and the Munster Tour opportunities 

across the province.   

Aligned to the Performance strategy is the grassroots program and I would like to thank Rob 

Cummins and Pauline Ryan for all the work they have done in developing our league, 

championship and schools programme.  Widening our grassroots increases opportunity for 

players to develop and perhaps enter the performance pathway programmes. 
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I would like to thank coaches who have already taken part in our new program or who have 

indicated that they are available to take part as the sessions grow.  Without the cooperation 

of our coaches we would not be able to run programmes.  I would also like to thank the clubs 

who have generously offered use of their facilities and who steadfastly support junior tennis 

in the province. 

I would like to thank the parents who fund, support and provide transport for their players.  

Without their support no junior tennis would be possible. 

Finally it would be remiss of me not to recognise the effort and achievements of our Junior 

Players.  All of them have worked hard and continued to improve throughout the year.  In 

particular we recognise the achievement of Patrick Breen and we wish him best of luck as he 

continues his international Tennis journey. 

 

Áine Dunne 
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Junior Development & Activities 
2024 -2025 
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Junior Development & Activities 2024 -2025 
 
 
(Summary only) 
 
 
Another Busy Year: 
 
The last year has been a very busy year when it came to Junior Activities. 
There were targets to grow the number of entries in Junior Competitions and to 
expand the number of junior competitions orgainised by Munster Tennis and that has 
been achieved with entries in some events up by 35% in comparison to 2023. 
 
 
Munster Tennis 2024-2025 Junior Cups 
 
The 2024-2025 Munster Tennis Junior Cups were recently completed in early March 
2025. All fixtures and draws were online on the Munster Tennis Tournament Software 
page. We have been moving towards fully online entries only and this year that was 
progressed further within this competition. Thanks very much to the large amount of 
work carried out by our Administration Manager Maggie O'Toole in further upgrading 
this competition online for now and for future years. Also, thanks to Branch member 
Pauline Ryan for helping to fully coordinate the main rules in line with rules that were 
developed for the new Junior Leagues. 
 
It was great to see so many teams from across the Province in this competition 
especially with teams from some very small clubs competing for the first time. 
However, there is plenty of scope to grow these competitions into the future as just 
under half of Munster Clubs have entered teams in recent years. That leaves 25+ 
clubs who don't yet enter. Better connections between the Branch and Club Junior 
representatives and coaches in future and having entries open for much longer and 
online will help to increase entries. Setting the Calendar dates for next year the year 
before will also help. The next running of this event will be in Autumn 2025 and we 
are hoping to have a new Premier Event. 
 
The  Branch will have a dedicated Competitions manager in place shortly who 
can help support the Clubs in supporting the competition going forward. A 
further help in longer term would be an increase in the number of Development 
Officers from 1 to 3 so there is one based on each region. 
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Munster Tennis Junior League and Munster Tennis Junior Premier Leagues. 
 
 
The Munster Tennis Junior Leagues and Munster Tennis Junior Premier 
Leagues which were launched in January 2024 were run again in Autumn 2024 and 
were once again published on Tournament Software. The focus was on Doubles and 
Mixed and takes ability into account not just by age. The events are regionalised 
where possible also to reduce travel times. Green Ball events are included for 
players who have not transitioned to normal balls. The target is to have an increase 
the numbers playing competitions and grow the sport in the province. We were very 
happy with entries and there was a fantastic Finals day in Nenagh Tennis Club in 
December. 
 
 
We also had the first Running of the Munster Tennis Junior Super League at 
under 16. This was held in Killaloe in the indoor facility in December. It was a great 
day with the top 24 boys and girls in the province playing off against each other in 4 
teams. 
 
 
What is the Plan? 
 
The main point with the initiative of the Junior Leagues is that we start to put in place 
permanent competitions just like we do for Adults currently. We have a long term 
plan to have 500 Junior Teams in a calendar year in 5 years. (In 2023-2024 we 
reached over 500 adult teams). We are delighted with the entries for first full year of 
the Competitions and the spread of the entries in terms of clubs and regions. As it is 
the first year of the events, we will be taking feedback and learnings for later this 
year and next year. 
There have been many calls for more tournaments and we are constantly being told 
in recent years that Munster Tennis doesn't do enough for Juniors. With additional 
competitions we give people choice. They will enter the events that suit them best 
just like adults get to do. 
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MASTERS SUB-COMMITTEE 

ANNUAL REPORT 
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MASTERS SUB-COMMITTEE OF MUNSTER BRANCH 2024 ANNUAL REPORT 

 

Munster Branch Masters Committee would like to thank all the Players and Tournament 

Directors who organised and supported all the various Masters Events in 2024. Tournaments 

continued to be very well supported and we thank everyone in the Munster Branch all the 

various clubs and players who continue to support Masters Tennis making it such a vibrant 

and popular section of Tennis in Ireland.  

The Irish National Close ITF 200 Masters (30 to 50) and the Masters (55 to 80) were held at 

Nenagh and St Annes respectively over two weekends in August and September. Both events 

were organised by the Munster Branch and a thank you to all who took part. A huge thank 

you goes to Nenagh Tennis Club for hosting the first event and to St Annes for hosting the 

second event. Facilities at both clubs were excellent. Munster Branch are very proud to 

continue to host a Masters ITF 200.  I would like to thank the team who planned and ran the 

National Closed especially with the more rigorous rules around the ITF designation. Both 

events were very well supported with Players from all 4 provinces and abroad playing in what 

were fantastic Championships. 

Irish Teams travelled once again travelled internationally in 2024 and Munster was very well 

represented in all age Groups both at the World Championships and the 4 Nations. 

I would like to thank the Committee Members throughout the year for their hard work and 

diligence: Pamela Scott, Yuan Yuan Lu Flanaghan, Valerie Noonan, Shane Cooke, Dick 

McCarthy and Ron O’ Mahony.  

Also, a thank you to our Munster representatives on the National Masters Committee during 

2024: Karen Higgins and Dick McCarthy. 

Finally, I would once again like to thank the Munster Tennis Interim Administrator Maggie O 

Toole for all her assistance with Masters Tennis throughout 2024.  

We look forward to 2025 with once again increased Masters Events and Tournaments on the 

Calendar. 

Karen Higgins 
Convenor  
Masters Sub Committee 
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Directory Sub Committee End of Year Report 

 
 
I would once again like to thank the subcommittee for giving of their time and expertise 
throughout the year. I would also like to thank the other Sub Committee members, 
namely Ron O Mahony, Kevin Twomey, Shane Connolly, Yuan Yuan Lu Flanagan, Danny 
Morrissey & Noel Ronayne.  A special thanks to Maggie for all her assistance in the 
background to this Committee. 
 
Updating the directory remained a manual exercise for most of the year and it is thanks 
to Maggie O’Toole, our Interim Administrator that all new additions and changes were 
kept up to date. During 2024, we embarked on a project to examine all available IT 
solutions to move away from manual maintenance of this Directory and I have to thank 
Peter Mullally who has been instrumental in streamlining the process to enable the 
majority of updates to now be done automatically with only new additions and certain 
other updates now having to be done manually. Each club and player will now be able to 
look at their points, see where they came from and when and will also allow upgrades to 
be notified much faster as well. The on line Grading form continues to operate well and 
is being used by all Coaches to add new players to the Directory.    
 
We continue to review the advice document and any updates will be circulated to all 
Clubs. The most recent update was in respect of Winter League format and points.  
 
Munster Tennis will continue to operate our Player’s Directory until the WTN Rating 
system gets a proper run through and we are confident that it is a true and accurate 
reflection of players abilities.  Please continue to refer to our Directory with regard to 
grading of players for your open weeks. In 2025, TI has introduced the procedure where 
all seedings in Open weeks will be based on WTN. This should make seeding much easier 
and in the longer term, will ensure that the WTN will be used as the primary way of 
separating players.  
 
Attached are some statistics which you may find interesting.  
 
Karen Higgins 
Interim Convenor 
Directory Committee 
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Year Review and Analysis 
 

Yearly Grade/Gender Trend 

 

  Dec-21 Dec-22 Dec-23 Mar-25 

  No. % No. %       No.         % No. % 

Premier 31 0.49% 31 0.42% 31       0.37% 29 0.31% 

Grade 1 150 2.55% 172 2.32% 185        2.22% 238 2.58% 

Grade 2 503 7.34% 592 7.98% 638      7.64% 716 7.77% 

Grade 3 836 12.94% 998 13.46% 1048    12.56% 1166 12.66% 

Grade 4 1269 18.89% 1442 19.45% 1517    18.17% 1654 17.96% 

Grade 5 1674 25.21% 1966 26.52% 2082    24.94% 2265 24.59% 

Grade 6 2222 32.37 2202 29.70% 2826    33.86% 3142 34.12% 

No Grade n/a n/a 11 0.15% 10         0.12% 0 0.00% 

Total 6705 7413 8347 9210 

  M F M F       M         F M F 

  51.26% 48.74% 51.54% 48.46% 50.94%  49.06% 51.26% 48.74% 

  -0.48% 0.49% 0.28% -0.28% -0.6%    0.6% 0.18% -0.18% 
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Commercial & Infrastructure AGM 

 Report 2024 
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Commercial & Infrastructure AGM Report 2024 

As you are all aware tennis has gone from strength to strength with the explosion of participation in 

clubs and leagues.  

Ever since covid the sport has gained in popularity.  

This popularity and numbers mean there is an opportunity to bring on board substantial sponsorship 

to these events.  

 In my opinion, we need to have a closer working relationship with head office to utilise our 

opportunities. It would also be useful to have someone with the requisite skill set to fund raise. 

 On a positive note, the famous Thurles project is still on track and is prioritised by all stakeholders 

including government ULand Tennis Ireland.    This facility will give Munster branch a facility that will 

enable us to run events which range from Davis and Billie Jean King cups at one end to having 

practice training for Munster players in a very accessible location.   Munster Branch will be able to 

run winter league and summer Cup finals.   This will be a great help as Munster Branch have had to 

rely on the goodwill of clubs throughout the province heretofore.  This is still a slight way off 

In the meantime, the recent bad weather has shown up our lack of indoor courts in Munster and we 

would encourage and support any club that wants to go down that route. 

 As I am leaving the branch after a long stint, I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of the 

branch members that I have had the honour to work with. 

The amount of Tennis leagues and Opens have more than quadrupled in the time that I have been on 

the branch. This is a great testament to the work done by Committees over the years working hand 

in hand with clubs In the Province 

  I would especially like to thank all the clubs in the province who were always willing to help and 

support the branch. 

  I couldn't have done this for so long without the support of my family so I'm grateful for their 

support.  

It was a pleasure to work with Ella, Triona and most latterly Maggie as well as all the employees I 

have come into contact with who all were great support to me throughout the years. 

I have been fortunate enough to make some great friends along the way. 

 

Cliff Carroll 
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CONVENORS REPORT MBTI HEARING 

COMMITTEE 2025 

 

 

COMPLAINTS & APPEALS 
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CONVENORS REPORT MBTI HEARING COMMITTEE 2025 

COMPLAINTS & APPEALS 

 

Below are the details of Convenor Report for Hearing Committee. 

 

3 in total. 

 

1 upheld & closed 

 

1 overturned with sanction/verbal warnings issued 

 

1 reverted to Respondent, now formal complaint/appeal with MBTI. 

In process of completing arbitration & resolution to be advised. 

 

 

Ron O´Mahoney 

Convenor 

MBTI Hearing Committee. 
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Munster Performance Officer 

Report 2024/ 2025 
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Munster performance report 2024/ 2025  

 

Since coming into the roll 10 months ago we have had a very year. From pro to 

junior tennis we have witnessed many great achievements, new projects and 

programmes. Below is a brief summary of the last year: 

 

Munster new structure:  

We have revamped the new munster structure. From feedback with the 

coaches we decided to trail doing more of a clinic structure and change from 

the squad setting. Performance squads were held monthly with the top 4 boys 

and girls ranked in the under 12s and under 14s which took place indoors in 

Killaloe. The step up was for the next 6 ranked boys and girls in that age group. 

The location of these sessions changed each month. Cluster clubs were 

introduced to look at the tennis10s. Feedback from these sessions were 

extremely positive. We hit a few roadblocks at the beginning of this year but 

the plan is to now continue them until the summer.  

 

National Performance Development Programme:  

Following on from the great success of the national programme last year it 
expanded to more days and included more players. Children had to apply for a 
place of the national squad and a selection committee decided who were 
selected from results these children had during the year. We are delighted 
that 3 Munster children were picked for the national programme; Patrick 
Breen, Billy Brennan and Lilly Frawley. The programme itself is highly 
individualised with a major focus on the physical development of the players. 
The physical programme is led by world leading Strength & Conditioning 
Trainer Matt Little. Matt has been the physical trainer of Andy Murray for the 
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last 15 years, as well as the GB Davis Cup team for the last 13 years. He is 
currently training Jack Draper and Katie Boulter.  Matt’s international 
experience at the highest level of the sport has been an invaluable asset to the 
programme to date.  
 

 

National Camps:                                                                                                        
The National Camps run in conjunction with the NPDP, where the top under 
10, 12 and 14 players come together on a regularly basis to train in the 
national tennis centre. The goal of the national camps is to get our strongest 
national players training together in a team environment in collaboration 
with their existing programmes and individual coaches. The camps consist of 
physical testing, tactical training and match play and are led by international 
consultants, Matt Little and Simon Wheatley. During their visits coaches have 
been given the opportunity to attend workshops with these experts. 
There have been many Munster players involved in the camps in 2024/2025. 
These players are: 
Caoimhe Power  
Maria Frawley  
Ethan O Driscoll  
Matthew Thompson  
Aidan Garcia Seeber  
Patrick Power  
 

TI Junior Kids –                                                                                                             
TI Junior Kids aim is to develop more players from grassroots with good 
fundamentals by creating coach education support and to develop smart 
competitors by having appropriate competition for all.  
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The TI Junior Kids programme provides a framework both for competitions, 
through our regional and national tours, and coach education, through our 
online content and coaches workshops.  
We relaunched the Munster Regional Tour in February which has been very 
well received. Feedback from these competitions dictates the children invited 
into the national event. National events took place during the summer, 
December/January and February/March with Munster competing very well.  
Zoe Hanrahan winner green ball girls (Summer) 
Caoimhe Power winner green ball (Christmas) Runner up (Feb/march) 
Cillian Jacob Winner orange ball (feb/march) 
Erin Ryan Runner up orange ball (feb/march)  
Caoimhe Power Runner up (Feb/march) 
 
 
 
National/International Competition and Representation –                                          
National events:                                                                                                                 
WE had many children participate in Fitzwilliam and National indoors this year. 
Finalist in Fitzwilliam were:  
(U12) Aidan Garcia Seeber Boys singles R/U Boys doubles R/U Mixed doubles 
R/U (U14) Patrick Breen singles doubles and mixed Winner  
(U16) Billy Brennan boys doubles R/U  
National indoors: 
(U16) Patrick Breen Winner  
Seniors:  
Cian Maguire Mens singles winner  
Sinead Lohan Womens singles winner  
Tennis Europe 
(U12) Ethan O Driscoll doubles Winner 
International  
Working closely with the competitions team, we have made a big effort in the 
past 12 months to bring as many international competitions to Ireland as 
possible. We have had 8 tennis Europe events in the last 14 months between 
the under 14 and under 12 groups, as well as that we have 8 ITF events in that 
time. That has given Irish players a platform to perform and gain world ranking 
points on home soil. A special mention to the great year Patrick Breen had last 
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year winning multiple tennis Europe titles and represented Ireland on many 
occasions this year.  
International teams:  
Sinead Lohan and Olwyn Ryan Bovey who presented Ireland in the Billie Jean 
Cup.  
Breda Brennan represented Ireland at the College games.  
Patrick Breen represented Ireland in the summer cup and four nations.  
Aidan Garcia Seeber represented Ireland at the u12 summer cup.  
Well done to all players  
 
I would like to thank everyone who has helped me since I took over the role 
last June and I look forward in working with you all in the year to come. 
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Regional Development Officer Report April 2024-March 2025 

Liz Clifford  liz.rdo@tennisireland.ie 087-7581214  

The Munster Development Officer role has remained a busy one over the last year, with additional 

areas of work constantly being added, along with newly affiliated clubs and targets. I am now in a full 

time role and am available until approximately 4.15pm most days, with evening meetings possible to 

be set up with clubs. As always, I am keen to visit as many clubs as possible, especially our newer 

clubs and those needing more support. There are a number of ways I can support clubs, with 

discussions including schools tennis, Leader course, safeguarding, among others. 

I visited 20 different clubs over the course of the last year, some on a couple of occasions, covering a 

wide range of topics, but am really keen to target the clubs I haven’t yet visited, or those who need 

additional support- please reach out if you want to set up a club visit, and we can set up a mutually 

suitable date. I also hosted multiple online meetings, both individually with a club and group 

meeting, outlining areas I can be of support to clubs across the province. 

As always, it is important I have the best club contact email address to ensure I can get information 

to you, so please let me know if there is a change of personnel at any stage, especially following 

AGMs, which I know there have been a number of over the last month or so. I have a club email list 

that I send on any grant/fundings I come across, safeguarding information and training dates, details 

of upcoming workshops etc. You will not be inundated with emails, so I would really appreciate if you 

could ensure I have the most up to date email address to contact your club. Also, if you were on my 

contact list and need to be removed, please let me know and I can update. 

Safeguarding 

Safeguarding continues to be one of the highest priorities for the Development Team. Since last years 

AGM, I hosted the 2nd online meeting to discuss the Tennis Ireland 10 Safeguarding requirements and 

assess where clubs were in relation to achieving compliance, with a total of 22 clubs attending across 

the two meetings. 

Since the start of 2025, the Development Team have been hosting a series of weekly national online 

meetings with clubs, in the hopes of all affiliated clubs across the country attending a meeting. I am 

also offering follow-up visits to clubs to go through in detail specific to your club, so again, please get 

in touch if you wish to set up a visit. At the time of writing, a total of 75 representatives have 

attended from 29 Munster clubs. Please ensure to keep track of the invites being sent into club 

emails, and ensure the relevant representatives attend a meeting, if you haven’t already attended. If 

you want to set up a follow-up meeting/club visit, please let me know and we can arrange something 

asap. 

Interclub forum 
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Since it’s inception in 2024, the Development Team continued our series of Interclub Forum 

meetings with clubs, covering wide a range of topics: Club management systems, small club 

discussion, sustainability, Enjoy Tennis, court surfaces and junior programmes. Each meeting was 

recorded, so please get in touch if you want a link to any particular recording. The current 

Safeguarding Series is the continuation of the Interclub Forum, and once we have reached all clubs 

for safeguarding, we will look into the next topics. 

 

 

Clubmark 

Kinsale TC were awarded the Silver Clubmark accreditation in July 2024, a testament to the hard 

work and efforts of a number of committee members in Kinsale. At the time of writing, Whitechurch 

are closing in on completing all the requirements for the Silver accreditation, and hope to confirm 

completion in the very near future. Crosshaven (Bronze) and Larkspur (Gold) also completed their 

Clubmark reaccreditations during the year. 

Again, if there are any clubs interested in achieving Clubmark status, please get in touch. The 

Development Team are currently working on a review of the processes required, but we are still 

accepting applications. 

Coach education 

Two level 1 coaching courses were completed in Munster since our last AGM- Ballypatrick and 

Carrigaline. A massive thank you to both clubs for offering their facilities to host the aspiring coaches. 

I am currently working with Lisa Murphy (who has taken over managing coach education) towards a 

Level1 and 2 in Munster (applications opening for level 2 mid-March, so will hopefully be full and 

ready to go by the time the AGM hits). We are also working together to run a first aid training in 

Munster (as you may know, it will be a requirement from 2026 for coaches to have a valid first aid 

cert to be able to get the TI license). 

Within the schools tennis area, we ran a workshop for coaches (both existing coaches and those 

completing their level 1 training), with 16 attending on the day, gaining CPD points and being trained 

up to deliver Tennis Ireland sessions in schools. Thanks to JoAnne and Ted Williamson for facilitating 

the day. 

Schools 

I work closely with the schools coordinator, Ali Herlihy, to get rackets into as many hands as possible, 

in both primary and secondary schools across Munster. It may be the case that a school will reach 

out to us asking about coaching/tennis activities. We try to link them in with a local club and coach, 
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but sometimes, they are in a remote area with no coach, so we try to fund a 4-6 week programme 

and provide teacher training, so they can continue with the sport after the programme is finished. 

Alternatively, we actively work with clubs who want to target a specific age-group that is lacking 

within the club, offering a blitz day in the school, which hopefully progresses to kids joining the club 

as a result. Since last AGM, approximately 2750 kids have experienced tennis as a result of the 

schools programme. The plan for this year, is to provide more teacher training, so tennis can become 

an ongoing sport within the school setup. Ali and I also work with the various Sports Partnerships, 

who can support us, sometimes providing match-funding, providing equipment or helping promoting 

teacher trainings etc. 

Club supports 

The Leaders Course is an on-court training designed to give volunteers support and ideas to run 

internal social events, matchplay or fun days within their club. The participants get fully involved on 

the day and experience playing with red, orange and green balls and courts, being introduced to 

timed round robins and some games to run. I delivered 3 successful Leader Courses over the year. 

One was a visit to Wexford, where I delivered the course to 16 participants, with 2 of my newer 

colleagues there to learn how to deliver themselves. Additional courses were completed in 

Fountainstown (4 participants, 8 had signed up but due to unforeseen circumstances all couldn’t 

attend) and Nenagh (13 enthusiastic teens). 

The plan for the coming year is to run as many Leader Courses as possible, to support clubs in 

upskilling volunteers within clubs. The Development Team have been tasked with running a 

minimum of 3 courses, preferable with one club hosting, and it being opened to other local club 

volunteers. If any club wants to be a host club for a session, please let me know and we can put a 

plan in place. 

I am also available to clubs to deliver a basic Tournament Software training, to help upskill club 

volunteers to run internal club competitions, with a view to them going on to run Open Weeks, or 

bigger events, if interested, where they can attend a Tennis Ireland referees course. Another area I 

can support clubs is with putting together a basic development plan. 

If any club is interested in any of the above, please get in touch liz.rdo@tennisireland.ie  

Enjoy Tennis 

A massive thank you goes to all clubs and coaches who engage in the Enjoy Tennis programme, 

providing access to tennis for people with a disability, who may not have opportunities to play most 

sports. 

Over the last couple of years, clubs have been very fortunate in being able to apply for Sport Ireland 

fundings (2023 Sport for all and 2024 Local Disability Sport Fund) of up to €3000, but that funding is 

mailto:admin@munstertennis.ie
mailto:liz.rdo@tennisireland.ie


 

Munster Tennis,  
Email: admin@munstertennis.ie 

Phone: 087-7061230 (Office Hours Only) 
 

no longer available, so we need to look into ways of making these groups sustainable. I have spent 

time trying to support clubs in spending their fundings and setting up meetings with clubs to discuss. 

We provided coaches for Irish Wheelchair Association camps in Limerick and Cork, and a coach ran a 

follow-up session with the Rebel Wheelers (a multi-sport group for wheelchair users in Cork) as a 

result. 

The Development Team ran an Enjoy Tennis webinar as part of the Interclub Forum series, and as a 

result, we have just started a Blind/VI junior group in Douglas, starting out with a Try Day to guage 

interest, and getting an ongoing group active, starting on 22nd March. 

Tennis Ireland also applies for funding through the HSE CHOs, and with support from those fundings 

we have a dementia group running in Waterford, the Douglas junior Blind/VI mentioned above and 

an ID group in Newcastle West. 

Liz Clifford 

Munster Tennis and Enjoy Tennis Development Officer 

087 7581214 

Liz.rdo@tennisireland.ie  
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TENNIS IRELAND PRESIDENT ADDRESS 

 

The president of Tennis Ireland Letty Lucas will address the meeting. 
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TENNIS IRELAND CEO’S ADDRESS  

 

The CEO of Tennis Ireland Kevin Quinn will address the meeting. 
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Election of Members to Munster 

Tennis Council 2025/2026 

  

mailto:admin@munstertennis.ie


 

Munster Tennis,  
Email: admin@munstertennis.ie 

Phone: 087-7061230 (Office Hours Only) 
 

 

 

MUNSTER TENNIS 

 

OTHER DOCUMENTATION 
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TENNIS IRELAND COMPLAINTS, 

OBJECTIONS & DISCIPLINARY POLICY 

APPEALS OVERVIEW 
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TENNIS IRELAND COMPLAINTS, OBJECTIONS & DISCIPLINARY POLICY 

APPEALS OVERVIEW FOR MUNSTER BRANCH TENNIS IRELAND (MBTI) AGM 

APRIL 5TH 2025 

MBTI as a provincial branch of Tennis Ireland is governed by our NGB Tennis Ireland on all matters 

relating to tennis in the Island of Ireland. 

The appeals/complaints process is governed within the framework of the Tennis Ireland Complaints, 

Objections & Disciplinary Policy. 

The key aspects of the Disciplinary Rules & Procedures are: 

• These Disciplinary Rules and Procedures are binding upon Provincial Branches, Affiliated 

organisations, all Members and all Individual Associates in accordance with Article (31b) of 

the Articles of Association of Tennis Ireland Ltd.   

• The date of implementation of these Disciplinary Rules and Procedures is the 1st January 

2011 & a revised version issued 26th October 2010    

• It will be necessary for the Provincial Branches, Affiliated organisations and all Members of 

Tennis Ireland Ltd to incorporate these Disciplinary Rules and Procedures into their 

respective Constitutions and Rules at the earliest possible date.    

• I would wish to draw your particular attention to the introduction of Just Sport Ireland (“JSI”) 

arbitration in dispute resolution in tennis as outlined on page 4 of these Disciplinary Rules 

and Procedures. JSI is an independent dispute resolution service for Irish Sport offering both 

a mediation and arbitration facility. JSI aims to provide a fair, impartial and efficient 

resolution of sporting disputes thus helping to ensure justice and fairness in sport. The 

arbitration services offered by JSI provide a favourable alternative to expensive and 

protracted court actions in the resolution of sporting disputes. Tennis Ireland staff will be 

happy to provide any assistance you may require in implementing these new Disciplinary 

Rules and Procedures. You can reach them at 01-8844010 or by email info@tennisireland.ie. 

All complaints & appeals process are governed & bound by this Policy & criteria & follow a required 

pathway to resolution. 

The pathway process of complaints & appeals are as follows: 

1. Complainant submits in writing against another Associate, Member, Branch or TI in the first 

instance to Respondent. The first level.  

2. Complaint is heard & adjudicated by Respondent & their decision communicated in writing 

to Complainant 
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3. Appeal of this decision/outcome lodged with Provincial Branch – the next level in process – 

with due diligence carried out for hearing & decision. The options of hearings offered are 

compliant with this Policy & exhausts all possible alternatives for resolution & are as follows: 

• Informal Hearing 

• Oral Hearing 

• Formal Hearing 

4. An Independent & Impartial Hearing Committee is formed (5 Members of the General 

Committee, excluding the Child Safeguarding Officer). A quorum of 3 is sufficient to convene 

a hearing of the Hearing Committee 

5. The Hearing Committee will adjudicate complaint/appeal on the Complainants submission, 

obtain additional information deemed necessary by Hearing Committee in support of 

submission & deliver a decision. Hearing Committee will have jurisdiction to impose any 

sanctions as set out in Policy under rules 3.3 & 3.4 

6. A decision/resolution is reached & advised to both parties, Complainant & Respondent in 

writing compliant policy timelines 

7. An Appeal can be taken to the next level of arbitration process compliant with the rules of 

the Policy to Tennis Ireland Hearing Committee (TIHC) for their arbitration & 

decision/resolution. 

8. An Appeal on TIHC´s decision/resolution can be referred to the final level of arbitration to 

the JSI Arbitration with all available avenues of resolution or appeal under the rules 

exhausted 

JSI Arbitration shall be conducted in accordance with the JSI Arbitration procedural rules in 

existence at the time. 

JSI Arbitration decision(s) shall be final & binding to all parties.  

No right of appeal. 

No participants shall issue court proceedings relating to such disputes in any court in any 

jurisdiction. 

JSI Arbitration shall be conducted in accordance with the JSI Arbitration Act 2010 or any 

statutory modification or reenactment thereof. 

The CEO of Tennis Ireland shall be a notice party of any notice to arbitrate 

 

 

I trust this gives you all an overview of the complaints & appeals process set out by Tennis 

Ireland Complaints, Objections & Disciplinary Policy. 

Hope it will give information & clarity how the process works & is administered by each 

Provincial Branch of Tennis Ireland in the delivery of a fair, transparent & impartial 

resolution.  

The introduction of Just Sport Ireland (“JSI”) arbitration in dispute resolution in tennis as in 

the Disciplinary Rules and Procedures is a games changer. 

 JSI is an independent dispute resolution service for Irish Sport offering both a mediation and 

arbitration facility. JSI aims to provide a fair, impartial and efficient resolution of sporting 
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disputes thus helping to ensure justice and fairness in sport. The arbitration services offered 

by JSI provide a favourable alternative to expensive and protracted court actions in the 

resolution of sporting disputes. 

 

I Wish All Members a Happy, Long & Pain Free Tennis Career. 

 

Sincerely, 

Ron O’Mahoney 

MBTI General Committee. 
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